
Phone: 913.239.3231 
Email: 

jdbaldwin@bluevalleyk12.org 

If you are  interested in learning 
more about Latin at BVN, please 

contact Mr. Jonah Baldwin. 

Is Latin the 
language for you? 

Improve English Skills.  The study of 
Latin expands English vocabulary, im-
proves verbal reasoning, and develops 
critical reading skills. 

 Over 60% of English words are derived 
from Latin.  Over 90% of English words 
over 2 syllables are Latinate.   

 For decades, Latin students have outper-
formed all others on the verbal section of 
the SAT (avg. scores 2012: Latin 617, 
Spanish 613, French 608).  

Become a Master Foreign Language 
Learner.  Studying Latin at the high 
school level equips a student to become a 
serious student of other foreign lan-
guages at the college level.  

 Spanish, French, and Italian are direct 
descendants of Latin.  But did you know 
that Portuguese and Romanian are also 
Romance languages?  Brazil and Eastern 
Europe are both emerging powers. 

 Because Latin students carefully examine 
the way language works, they succeed in 
non-Romance languages such as Russian, 
Chinese, and Arabic.  

Gain Advantages in Other Classes Latin 
class incorporates the study of language 
along with the studies of history, litera-
ture, mythology, and art.  Scientific and 
legal terminology are Latin. For example: 

 Students studying the Odyssey in CA I get 
reinforcement through learning basic my-
thology in Latin I.   

 AP Euro students employ knowledge of 
art periods by analyzing sculpture and 
painting with Classical motifs in Latin.   

 In Anatomy, students feel comfortable 
with Latin terminology and connect it with 
Latin meaning (e.g. patella = saucer).    

Why take Latin?  

LATIN AT  
BLUE VALLEY NORTH 

Non sibi, sed suis. 
Not for oneself, but for one’s own. 

BLUE VALLEY NORTH 

Explore the ETERNAL CITY! 

Brennan Connolly, Consul, receives 
the 1st place trophy on behalf of BVN at 
the 2012 Kansas State Latin Convention. 

BVN has won 4 straight Conventions.  



What goes on in Latin class?  

This is a great question because Latin class 
can differ a lot from Spanish, French, or Ger-
man.  Unfortunately, there aren’t many folks 

around today who use Latin as 
a form of day-to-day verbal 
communication.  This is what 
people mean when they say 
that Latin is “dead.”  So, we 
don’t spend much time in Lat-
in class learning how to ask 
each other about the weather 
or hobbies, or talking at all 
for that matter!  Instead, we 
work primarily on learning 
how to write and read Latin.  
Ultimately, the goal is for you 
to be able to communicate 
with great Romans like Cae-
sar and Vergil by being able 
to read the things they wrote 
over 2000 years ago.  We also 
spend time reading and 
learning about Greek and 

Roman mythology, Roman history, and Ro-
man life and culture. 

What Latin classes are offered at 
BVN?  

Four years of Latin are offered at BVN.  Latin 
IV is an Honors course.  Since 2010, 37 stu-
dents in Latin IV have been taken the AP ex-
am, earning an average score of 3.7 out of 5. 

“HE STUDIED LATIN LIKE THE VIOLIN, BECAUSE HE LIKED IT.”     
 —ROBERT FROST 

Latin Club: Junior Classical League 

BVN has an extremely active chapter of 
the Junior Classical League.  At monthly 
meetings, the Latin Club plans events 
such as dinners (Cinzettis, Fazolis, Mr. 
Gyros) and movies (Clash of the Titans, 
The Eagle, The Last Legion).  Each year 
we design our own t-shirt.  BVN Latin 
Club members also participate in Kansas 
JCL events such as Ultimate Discus each 
fall and Gladiator each winter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Latin Exam 

Each March, students in Latin have the 
opportunity to take the National Latin Ex-
am.  The NLE is a 40 question, multiple-
choice test targeted to a specific level of 
Latin.  Students who perform well are rec-
ognized with certificates and medals. 
Over 140,000 students from all 50 states 
and 15 foreign countries took the NLE in 
2013.  Last year at  BVN, 62 students re-
ceived a gold or silver medal or certifi-
cate of achievement.  This competition is 
a wonderful opportunity for students to 
add a distinctive accomplishment to their 
college applications.  

State Latin Convention 

Each spring, the Kansas 
Junior Classical League 
(sort of the state-wide 
Latin club) hosts a con-
vention attended by 
schools from all over 
the state.  At the con-
vention, students clad 
in their togas enjoy a 
wide variety of activi-
ties, including 

 General assemblies at which skits are 
presented and songs are sung;  

 Displays of artwork submitted by oth-
er Latin students;  

 Oratory competitions in which stu-
dents recite and perform speeches in 
Latin;  

 Costume contest in which boys, girls, 
and couples parade as figures from 
mythology;  

 Certamen, a Latin-based quiz game; 

 Dodge ball and tug-o-war;  

 A “Roman Banquet.” 

At the end of the convention, students win 
ribbons for the tests and events in which 
they’ve performed well and schools win 
trophies for overall achievement.  

Travel 

Latin students have the opportunity to 
participate in summer trips to Italy and 
Greece led by Mr. Baldwin.  In 2010 stu-
dents and parents traveled to Rome, 
Pompeii, Capri, Delphi, Athens, and took 
a cruise through the Greek islands.  In 
2012 another group visited Rome, Flor-
ence, Pisa, Venice, and Assisi.  Mr. Bald-
win’s students traveled to Rome and the 
Bay of Naples in 2014.  

Helmeted Minerva 
holding a tiny owl.  
Onyx and marble. 
2nd Cent. AD. The 
Louvre. 

Students at annual Frisbee tournament. 


